
Most of the 
visitors came 
to do more than look. 

“In the first two hours alone I was told 
that they had served 500 people in the dining 
room,” said Rhonda Rieseberg of Moravec’s 
staff. “It hasn’t let up since then.” 

While the crowd consisted of residents 
and visitors from other communities, the ma-
jority were from Columbus and most were 
more than familiar with the offerings that 
made famous the old confectionery started 
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A grand old reopening

 Thousands line up for sundaes, sandwiches at new Zaharakos
  by Harry McCawley

harry@therepublic.com 
Downtown Columbus took a step back 

in time Saturday — to an era when people 
stood shoulder to shoulder, waiting to get 
into a downtown business. 

    It hasn’t been that way for decades 
but Saturday, city leaders saw what could 
be the area’s future during the official re-
opening of Zaharakos Ice Cream Parlor 
and Museum. 

 “This has just been unbelievable,” said 
Tony Moravec, owner of the restored and 

expanded downtown institution on which 
he has spent millions to bring back to life. 

He said that at 4:30 p.m., more than five 
hours after the ribbons had been cut and 
the first guests had been allowed inside the 
building. 

A crowd of more than 1,000 applauded 
that ceremony and formed long lines on 
either side of the building to take a tour 
or sample cherished items from the menu. 

By 4:30 p.m. a different crowd was in 
place — the lines still measuring 20 to 30 
deep to get inside the building. 

By the numbers
3,000+: Attendees. 

2,000+: Meals served. 

109: Years of history. 

2: Years of renovation. 

90: Pounds of gom served. 

20: Classic cars. 

40: Private party  
reservations received. 

1,500: kidscommons’  
attendees. 

750-1,000: Farmer’s  
Market attendees.
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(continued on next page)
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As Mayor Fred Armstrong proclaims the day in honor of Zaharakos reopening, owner Tony Moravec tips his hat  
to the thousands gathered on Washington Street for the occasion Saturday.



“We haven’t had crowds like this for 
quite some time,” he said. “A lot of it came 
from the market but we obviously also 
benefited from Zaharakos.” 

Another companion to the Zaharakos’ 
opening was the neighboring kidscom-
mons, the Columbus community chil-
dren’s museum. 

“We had a turnout of just under 1,500,” 
said Diane Robbins, director of the facility. 
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in 1900 by three brothers from Greece. 

That was confirmed by Chef Doug Van Epps. 

“The most popular item on the menu 
was the gom sandwich,” he said. “I’d say 
that at least 75 percent of the people who 
ordered from the menu chose the gom 
sandwich.” 

The opening was obviously an emo-
tional one for many in the crowd. One 
woman told a volunteer dressed in an 
early 20th-century costume that was the 
order of the day for staffers and volunteers 
that she wanted to find Moravec to give 
him a hug. 

“She told me that he has been such a 
godsend for Columbus,” he said. “She felt 
that with the flood and the other bad things 
that have happened over the past year or 
two, Tony has brought a lot of the life back 
to the city.” 

The spillover effect of the opening also 
was appreciated by the Zaharakos’ neigh-
bors. The annual Farmer’s Market, which 
had its season opener in the Washington 
Street parking lot on Sixth Street, also en-
joyed a spectacular turnout. 

Crowd estimates for the market (which 
was promoted as a companion event to Za-
harakos’ opening) were from 750 to 1,000. 

The market, which offers fresh produce 
from area farmers, had its own drawing pow-
er, including a breakfast served by Columbus 
firefighters to benefit the Cheer Fund. 

Terry Whitaker, co-owner of Viewpoint 
Bookstore at Sixth and Washington, said 
that his business had been brisk. 

(continued)
Jo

e 
H

ar
p

rin
g 

| T
he

 R
ep

ub
lic

Jo
e 

H
ar

p
rin

g 
| T

he
 R

ep
ub

lic
Jo

e 
H

ar
p

rin
g 

| T
he

 R
ep

ub
lic

Looking for her big brother to arrive, Madyson Moore 
enjoys the first banana split served at the reopened 

Zaharakos Saturday. Moore is seated next to her 
cousin Grace Bromwell.

“It’s been just nonstop all day.” 

The museum offered free admittance 
for the day. 

Even the long lines didn’t seem to 
dampen enthusiasm and most in the crowd 
shared the sentiments of onlooker James 
K. Baker who said simply, “Tony Moravec 
is a hero.”

As David C. Ramey Jr. explains the workings of the automatic banjo that he built with his father.  
Tammy Skelton, with her daughters Ellie, 6, and Hunter, 8, looks on with glee.

Chef Doug Van Epps and his crew work furiously to fill orders during the first hours after Zaharakos opened its doors.
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Several members of the Zaharako family returned for the reopening, seated at a central table.

Allan Mellis, the “Ice Cream Man” from Chicago, was among many visitors from miles away at 
Zaharakos Saturday.

Larry Detwiler served up samples to the crowd  
of ice cream and vanilla Cokes.

Several Model A Ford autos were on display along Washington Street.

Scenes at Zaharakos
photos by Joe Harpring
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A group of campers was waiting in their tent along Washington Street before sunrise Saturday hoping to be first 
in line when Zaharakos later opened its doors. 

Thousands gathered along Washington Street for the grand reopening of Zaharakos confectionary.

Crowds agree 
parlor worth 

the wait 
by Brittany Hart

bhart@therepublic.com

Three Columbus residents pitched a tent 
in front of Zaharakos to ensure they were 
first in line for a Green River and sundaes 
at the grand reopening Saturday. 

Zach Gant, Nathan Henry and Colin 
Shipley, who arrived at 11:30 p.m. Friday 
night, relived childhood memories of en-
joying their first ice creams at the historic 
downtown parlor. 

“It’s immaculate ... amazing, so much 
better than I remember it,” Gant, 20, said. 

The group stayed up all night in anticipa-
tion and agreed it was worth the wait when 
owner Tony Moravec gave them a full tour 
of the restaurant, antique museum and ban-
quet hall before the official opening. 

Thousands lined blocks of Washington 
Street’s sidewalks throughout the day, 
waiting in line for hours to try gom sand-
wiches, soups, salads, sodas and sundaes. 

Twenty classic cars were parked along 
Washington Street, and Zaharakos’ serv-
ers in early 1900s-style clothing passed out 
bottled water and popcorn to attendees. 

Two-year-old Addie Pentzer enjoyed 
her first-ever ice cream cone. 

“We came out to see Columbus history re-
vitalized,” said Scott Pentzer, Addie’s father. 

Inside, UnCommon Cause winners 
Madyson Moore and Grace Bromwell were 
served the first banana splits of the day. 

Families from across the country and 
guests from Chile and Holland were in 
awe of the parlor’s renovations, from the 
oak and mahogany woodwork and stained 
glass windows to the white tin ceiling. 

Behind the white marble bar, soda jerks 
and servers quickly prepared and delivered 
orders, 75 percent of which were for gom 
sandwiches. Songs from two centuryold, 
self-playing Welte organs welcomed smil-
ing guests. “It’s marvelous,” said Marilyn 
Cheek, as her 2-year-old grandson Draven 

Martinez sat on her lap eating popcorn. 
“He can’t wait for ice cream,” she said. 
Durward Center, who spent a year restor-
ing the Welte in his Baltimore workshop, 
was thrilled to be part of grand reopening 
festivities. “Some people actually tear up 
when they hear (the Welte),” he said. 

Stepping back in time 
Center, who traveled to Columbus just to 

see the historic German organ at the eatery 
when he was a teenager, said he was ex-
cited for the Zaharako family to experience 
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the historic landmark come back to life. 

“It’s like stepping back 100 years,” he said. 

“It has such a history in Columbus. Every-
one has a story to tell about it.” Jennifer and 
Darren Burton of Edinburgh returned with 
their five children, ranging from ages 1 to 12. 

“We have special memories of coming 
here and sitting at the parlor tables as chil-
dren,” Jennifer said. 

“Now we’re looking forward to making 
memories here with our children.”
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DAR recognizes Moravec for 
Zaharakos dedication
by Brenda Showalter
bshowalter@therepublic.com 

Tony Moravec’s ongoing dedication 

to Zaharakos Ice Cream Parlor was 

recognized Thursday by the Bartho-

lomew County chapter and national 

society of Daughters of the American 

Revolution.

Jane Johnson, regent for the Joseph 

Hart chapter here, presented Moravec 

with a certificate and insignia pin. 

Moravec, owner of the downtown 

business, gave a presentation about 

Zaharakos to DAR members and said 

he proudly accepted the award.

He is continuing his renovation 

work in a second-floor area above the 

ice cream parlor where he will have 

a space decorated and furnished to 

resemble a Victorian-era home.

He also is gathering items for a 

mechanical music library and soda 

fountain museum.

Johnson said she and other members 

of DAR wanted to honor Moravec for 

his ongoing historic preservation work 

and his passion for what he does.

Zaharakos, which 

originally opened in 

1900, reopened in 

2009 and has been 

featured in state and 

national publications 

and on television. 

Johnson said when 

she submitted the 

Historic Preserva-

tion Recognition 

Award applica-

tion to the national 

society, its leaders 

were very impressed 

with Zaharakos and 

Moravec.

The business, originally opened by 

three Zaharako brothers from Greece, 

includes a restored 1908 Welte organ, 

two Mexican onyx soda fountains 

from the 1904 World’s Fair and re-

stored woodwork, light fixtures and tin 

ceiling tiles.

Moravec also purchased other 

historic organ and soda fountain sup-

plies and memorabilia from across the 

United States.

He said he has enjoyed the Co-

lumbus renovation and documenting 

portion of history from the turn of the 

century.

He plans to have a book published 

late next year detailing soda fountain 

history and the work at Zaharakos.
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Jane Johnson, regent of the Joseph Hart Chapter of Daughters of 
the American Revolution, presented a national historic preservation 
award Thursday to Tony Moravec, owner of Zaharakos.
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